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Disclaimer: The information contained in this flow chart is for 

general information purposes only. Stuart Wells assumes no 

responsibility for errors or omissions in the contents. Please 

refer to the EA’s website for updated information
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Is the expected groundwater abstraction to be 
less than 20m3/day (0.23 l/s) ? Yes

No

No

No

Your groundwater is exempt from 

abstraction permitting requirements..

No

Yes

Yes

You will require a Transfer Licence.
Please note it will take up to four months to 

obtain a licence from the licensing authority 
once they have received the required 

information.

You require a Full Abstraction Licence.

Please note it will take up to four months 
to obtain a licence from the licensing 

authority once they have received the 
required information.

Yes

No
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Yes

You will 

require an 

Abstraction 

Licence.

Will the proposed dewatering operation be 
abstracting groundwater for more than 9 

months ?

Will the proposed dewatering operation 
be within 50m of a watercourse

Yes

Question ?
Will you be able to discharge abstracted groundwater 

back to the environment? e.g. a water course and or to 
recharge part or all abstracted groundwater back to 

aquifer (without intervening use)?

Question ?
Is your only option to 

discharge all abstracted 
groundwater to sewer?

Yes

Is the abstraction flow rate from the 
proposed dewatering expected to be 
greater than 400 m3/day (4.6 l/s) for the 1st 
month reducing to 100 m3/day (1.15 l/s) 
during subsequent months (month 2 to 9) ?  

Question ?
Is your only option to discharge all 

abstracted groundwater to sewer? with 
no ability to recharge back to ground?

Yes
The proposed dewatering falls within the RPS 368 and subject to compliance to 

conditions an abstraction licence is not required. But the discharge to watercourse is 
limited to 400m3/day (4.6 l/s) for the 1st month reducing to 50 m3/day (1.15 l/s) during 
subsequent months (month 2 to 9) with discharge above this flow rate will need to be 

recharged and returned directly back to the same aquifer from which it was taken 
without intervening use

Is the proposed dewatering:
1). Within 500m of a water dependant designated site – such as 
SACs, SPAs, Ramsar or SSSI ? or
2). Within 250m of a groundwater-fed wetland or river or a spring or 
water supply borehole? 

The proposed dewatering falls within the RPS 368 and subject to compliance to conditions an 

abstraction licence is not required. But the abstraction is limited to 400m3/day (4.6 l/s) for the 1st 
month reducing to 100 m3/day (1.15 l/s) during subsequent months (month 2 to 9)

The proposed dewatering falls within the RPS 368 and subject to compliance to conditions 

an abstraction licence is not required. But the abstraction is limited to 200m3/day (2.3 l/s) for 
the 1st month reducing to 50 m3/day (0.57 l/s) during subsequent months (month 2 to 9). If 

flow is greater then you will need to apply for an abstraction licence

* Please note Currently RPS 368 

applies to England only, with the 
understanding that NRW will review 
after Senedd elections in May 
2026., with the expectation that 
they will adopt it in line with the EA

No

No – there is the ability to recharge part or 

all abstracted groundwater back to aquifer
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