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Note 1 – Watercourse includes all rivers, 
streams, ditches, drains, cuts, culvert, dykes 
& sluices, sewers.

Note 2 – Watercourse includes all rivers, 
streams, ditches, drains, cuts, culvert, 
dykes, sluices, sewers, and passages 
through which water flows (exc. mains or 
drinking water supply) 

Will the proposed dewatering operation 
be within 50m of a watercourse ? Note.1 

The proposed dewatering falls within the RPS 368 and subject to compliance to conditions 
Note.4 an abstraction licence is not required. But the discharge to watercourse is limited to 

200m3/day (4.6 l/s) for the 1st month reducing to 100 m3/day (1.15 l/s) during subsequent 
months (month 2 to 9). 

Will the proposed dewatering operation 
be abstracting groundwater for more 

than 9 months ?

Is the proposed dewatering:

1). Within 500m of a water dependant designated site – such as SACs, SPAs, Ramsar or SSSI ? or
2). Within 250m of a groundwater-fed wetland or river or a spring or water supply borehole? Note.3

Is the abstraction flow rate from the proposed 
dewatering expected to be greater than 400 m3/day 
(4.6 l/s) for the 1st month reducing to 100 m3/day (1.15 
l/s) during subsequent months (month 2 to 9) ?  
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Are you able to discharge to a watercourse? Note 2
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You will require an Abstraction Licence. 
Either a Transfer Licence if discharge is to a 

water course (Note 1) or a Full Licence if 
discharge is to sewer

Yes

Have you space on site to install recharge 
wells (min 50m to 100m from the works area).  
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The proposed dewatering falls within the RPS 368 and subject to 
compliance to conditions Note.4 an abstraction licence is not 

required. But the discharge to watercourse is limited to 200m3/day 
(2.3 l/s) for the 1st month reducing to 50 m3/day (0.575 l/s) during 
subsequent months (month 2 to 9) and all discharge above this 

flow rate will need to be recharged and returned directly back to 
the same aquifer from which it was taken

Have you space on site to 
install recharge wells (min 50 m 
to 100 m from the works area).  

The proposed dewatering 
falls within the RPS 368 and 
subject to compliance to 

conditions Note.4 an 
abstraction licence is not 

required. But the discharge 
to watercourse is limited to 
400m3/day (4.6 l/s) for the 
1st month reducing to 100 

m3/day (1.15 l/s) during 
subsequent months (month 

2 to 9) and all discharge 
above this flow rate will 

need to be recharged and 
returned directly back to 

the same aquifer from 
which it was taken

The proposed dewatering falls within the 
RPS 368 and subject to compliance to 

conditions Note.4 an abstraction licence 
is not required. If all discharge is 

recharged and returned directly back to 
the same aquifer from which it was taken

Are you able to discharge to a watercourse? Note 2

or

Note 3 – Water Dependant Designated 
Sites, Environmental Designations. 
Licenced Borehole Abstractions -

Note 4 – Specific Conditions – You must 
undertake and keep records of  the 
following (for 2 years from start of 
works):

1. Undertake a Hydrogeological 
Impact Assessment (HIA) 

2. Produce & operate a written 
groundwater management plan.

3. Abstraction Records (dates/flow)
4. Before & After Photographs
5. Landowner & Operator Details
6. Access Agreements
7. Technical Specification, Drawings 

& Plans

All these records must be available to 
the Environment Agency on request
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No

Disclaimer: The information contained in this 

flow chart is for general information purposes 

only. Stuart Wells assumes no responsibility for 

errors or omissions in the contents. Please refer 

to the EA’s website for updated information

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368/small-scale-abstractions-for-construction-dewatering-rps-368

	Slide 1

